The mosaic of colour-specific photoreceptors in the mammalian retina as defined by immunocytochemistry.
A monoclonal antibody (OS-2) produced earlier to chicken visual pigments was found to recognize a small fraction of cones in mammalian species. Recently, these cones were shown to be blue-sensitive by the method of selective photic damage. After exposing rabbits to intense blue light, characteristic morphological changes were found in cones stained by OS-2. Another monoclonal antibody (COS-1), in turn, labelled all the intact cones which remained unstained by OS-2. The complementarity of OS-2 positive and COS-1 positive cones was demonstrated in several mammalian species, including monkey and man.